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One of the most accomplished crime writers ever, and certainly one of the 

funniest, Donald Edwin Edward Westlake was born in Brooklyn in 1933, and rambled around 
much of New York state, growing up, or at least that’s his story. He was raised in Yonkers and 
Albany, and attended college in Plattsburgh, Troy and Binghamton, and finally Manhattan. He 
served a few years in the U.S. Air Force and began his writing career with The Mercenaries in 
1960. He has since written dozens of novels over the past thirty-five years, under his own name 
and a rash of pseudonyms. 

Westlake is one prolific and talented guy, probably best known for his caper novels, 
which essentially come in two flavors: humorous and hard. In the lighter vein, he writes the John 
 series, about a brilliant, but hilariously unlucky master criminal. The first caper, The Hot Rock, 
appeared in 1970. 

Westlake also enjoys a large and devoted following for his decidedly bleaker, more hard-
boiled books about professional criminal Parker, written under the pen name of Richard Stark. 
Westlake/Stark fans were very happy when Parker made his triumphant return, after a 23-year 
hiatus, with the appropriately-titled Comeback in 1997. Westlake has promised more. 
As well, he’s written several more stand-alone caper novels, thrillers, mysteries and even a little 
science fiction.  

As Tucker Coe, Westlake has written a series about guilt-ridden private eye, Mitch 
Tobin, and under his own name he wrote Killing Time, a stand-alone about small town P.I. Tim 
Smith. As Sam Holt, he’s responsible for the Sam Holt series. 

He’s written about New York cop Abe Levine and cop turned actor Sam Holt. And he’s 
written dozens of stand-alones: capers, thrillers, historicals, science fiction and even a lesbian 
romance or two. Under J. Morgan Cunningham, he’s written the Alec Hailey spoof, Comfort 
Station, which boasts the memorable blurb “I wish I had written this book,” attributed to one 
Donald E. Westlake. As Thomas J. Culver, he wrote a political novel, and under the names of 
Alan Marshall and Edwin West, he penned several soft-core books in the early sixties. A true 
renaissance man!   

He’s also found the time to script a few films and 
television scripts, most notably The Grifters (1990), based on 
the novel by Jim Thompson. He’s also written a few 
screenplays based on his own works, and he’s written pilots 
for television series, Supertrain and The Father Dowling 
Mysteries.  Balancing out the scales are several fine films 
which have been made based on his works. 

Westlake was named a Mystery Writers of America 
Grand Master in 1993, and he currently lives with his wife, 
the writer Abby Adams, in rural New York State, next to a 
goat farm. 

 
Visit Donald Westlake’s web page at 
www.donaldwestlake.com
 

http://www.thrillingdetective.com/dortmunder.html
http://www.thrillingdetective.com/tobin.html
http://www.thrillingdetective.com/tobin.html


Books by Donald Westlake at the Lynchburg Public Library 
 
What’s So Funny..   
Watch Your Back!  
The Road to Ruin.   
Thieves’ Dozen...  
Money for Nothing 
Put a Lid on It.   
Bad News    
The Ax  
Smoke  

God Save the Mark  
Tomorrow’s Crimes 
Baby, Would I Lie?. 
Don’t Ask  
Sacred Monster  
Trust Me on This  
God Save the Mark  
The Spy in the Ointment  
The Fugitive Pigeon 

 
Books written as Richard Stark at the Lynchburg Public Library 
 
Breakout 
Nobody Runs Forever 
Flashfire 

Ask the Parrot 
Lemons Never Lie 

 
If you like Donald Westlake, try some of these authors: 
 
Lawrence Block 
Fredric Brown 
Janet Evanovich 
Carl Hiaasen 
Patricia Highsmith at times 
Matthew Klein – Con Ed 
Elmore Leonard 
Laurence Shames – his Florida mysteries are similar to Westlake’s Dortmunder series 
Roger L. Simon 
Ross Thomas 
Richard Yancey – Highly Effective Detective 
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